
   CITY OF MILPITAS 
APPROVED 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

January 8, 2003 

I.  
PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 

Vice Chair Lalwani called the meeting to order at 7:00 
P.M. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

II. 
ROLL CALL 

              

Present: Lalwani, Galang, Giordano, Nitafan, Sandhu 
and Williams

Absent: Hay

Staff: Heyden, King, Pereira, Racca-Johnson, 
Rodriguez

III. 
PUBLIC FORUM 

Vice Chair Lalwani invited members of the audience to 
address the Commission on any topic not on the agenda, 
noting that no response is required from the staff or 
Commission, but that the Commission may choose to 
agendize the matter for a future meeting. 

    
  There were no public speakers. 
    
IV. 
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
December 11, 2002 

Vice Chair Lalwani called for approval of the minutes of 
the Planning Commission meeting of December 11, 2002. 

  
  There were no changes to the minutes. 

Motion to approve the minutes of December 11, 2002 as 
submitted. 

M/S:  Sandhu/Giordano 

AYES:  6 

NOES:  0 
V. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Tambri Heyden, Planning Manager, announced that 
the Commissioner’s Recognition dinner will be held on 
January 30, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel, 777 Bellew Drive in Milpitas, and that the 
Subcommittee members rotated at the start of January 
with the active members including Vice Chair Lalwani and 
Commissioner Giordano and the alternate member being 
Commissioner Galang.  Ms. Heyden noted that the next 
rotation will occur April 1, 2003, and called attention to 
the latest rotation schedule distributed at the start of the 
meeting.  Ms. Heyden also noted that Kit Faubion, City 
Attorney would not be present at tonight’s meeting given 
the agenda, and that a memorandum has been sent out 
regarding the City Attorney attending Commission 
meetings only when needed.  

    
  Commissioner Williams shared his participation 

experience along with Jennifer Columbine who also 
volunteered in the Family Giving Tree Volunteer program, 
which included gift-wrapping over one thousand gifts to 
children in need. 

    



VI. 
APPROVAL OF 
AGENDA 

Vice Chair Lalwani called for approval of the agenda. 

Commissioner Giordano mentioned that a neighbor 
from Scott Creek Highlands has complained to her about 
a resident having an obtrusive antenna in their front 
yard, and requested that the Commission agendize the 
City’s antenna regulations at a future meeting. 

Ms. Heyden noted that Phase II of the zoning 
amendments projects on which staff has begun work 
would be able to include the HAM radio antenna item, or 
staff could discuss at a future meeting.   

After further discussion from the Commissioners, 
consensus was reached that HAM radio antennas be 
agendized for a future meeting. 

There were no changes to the agenda. 

Motion to approve the agenda. 
  M/S:  Giordano/Williams 

AYES:  6 

NOES:  0 
  
VII. 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
Item No. 1 

Vice Chair Lalwani asked whether staff, the Commission, 
or anyone in the audience wished to remove or add any 
items to the consent calendar. 

  There were no changes from staff. 
    
  Vice Chair Lalwani opened the public hearing on Consent 

Item No. 1. 
    
  There were no speakers from the audience. 
    
Close Public Hearing 
Item No. 1 

Motion to close the public hearing on Consent Item No. 
1. 

  M/S:   Sandhu/Galang 

AYES:  6 

NOES:  0 
  Motion to approve the consent calendar on Consent 

Item No. 1. 
    
  *1  USE PERMIT NO. P-UP2002-18:  A request to 

install two telecommunication antennas and associated 
equipment within an existing elevator penthouse at 1801 
Barber Lane (APN 86-03-090).  Applicant: Cingular 
Wireless.  Project Planner:  Staci Pereira, 586-3278.  (PJ 
#2289). (Recommendation: Approval with Conditions) 

    
  M/S:   Sandhu/Galang 

AYES:  6 

NOES:  0 
    
VIII. 
NEW  BUSINESS 

Vice Chair Lalwani moved to New Business Agenda Item 
No. 2. 

    
2. DOG PARK UPDATE 
AT ED LEVIN PARK (P-
EA2002-12):  

Assistant City Manager Blair King gave a presentation 
of the proposed design plans for a City of Milpitas dog 
park to be located within Ed R. Levin County Park near 
Sandy Wool Lake and noted that the City of Milpitas is 
the lead agency and Santa Clara County is the 



responsible agency.  Mr. King mentioned that this item 
will be brought to the City Council on January 21, 2003 
and will include the lease agreement and require Council 
to approve the Negative Declaration.  He noted there is 
no action required from the Planning Commission. 

    
  In response to Commissioner Nitafan’s clarifying question 

regarding the basic terms of the lease between the City 
and the County, Mr. King replied that there is no cost to 
the City, and the lease is for 15 years, with renewal for 
10 years, and that the City will be held responsible for 
operation and construction. 

    
  Commissioner Nitafan asked if the City has the option to 

buy the dog park after 25 years and Mr. King stated 
“No”, and mentioned that what would happen would be 
that the County would pick up the operation and 
maintenance costs, or the City would revert the land to 
the way it was before the dog park. 

    
  Commissioner Williams questioned the 5-foot fence and 

asked if the City had a chance to assess other dog parks 
in neighboring communities. 

    
  Mr. King noted that the Mountain View dog park at 

Shoreline has a 4-foot high fence and that the Union City 
dog park has a 5-foot high fence.  His observations were 
that dogs were interested in meeting other dogs, and not 
the interaction on the other side of the fence.  

    
  In response to Commissioner Galang’s question 

regarding hours of operation, Mr. King responded that 
the hours will be consistent with Ed Levin park’s hours, 
which is sunrise to sunset, except when notified by the 
County of special events, which per the lease should not 
occur more than 12 times a year. 

    
  Commissioner Galang raised concerns regarding children 

being safe with only a 5-foot fence and Mr. King replied 
that the height is adequate for safety purposes. 

    
  Commissioner Sandhu asked what the fee will be to 

access the dog park and Mr. King noted that the fee will 
be the same as Ed Levin park’s fee, and that customers 
could buy an annual pass like the one used at Hellyer 
Dog Park. 

    
  Commissioner Galang asked who would be maintaining 

the dog park and Mr. King responded that the City would 
be. 

    
  Vice Chair Lalwani introduced Agenda Item No. 3 under 

New Business.   
    
3.  PLANNING 
COMMISSION 
REPRESENTATION TO 
CITIZENS ADVISORY 
COMMISSION:  

Commissioner Giordano who had asked that this item be 
agendized, voiced that the intent of having a liaison from 
the Planning Commission (PC) to the Community 
Advisory Commission (CAC) meeting would be “synergy” 
at the meeting, and mentioned that the Vice Chair could 
coordinate an attendance schedule for the PC members. 

Commissioner Nitafan recalled that the CAC already 



  

  

receives the PC’s agendas and minutes and doesn’t see a 
reason to have a liaison, but would rather have a 
volunteer process so that no pressure is added to PC 
members’ already busy schedule. Commissioner Galang 
agreed with this. 

Commissioner Sandhu recalled how he attended CAC 
meetings in the past and doesn’t really see the benefit, 
and suggested that a CAC member attend the PC 
meetings and provide a summary.  Commissioner Nitafan 
agreed. 

    
  After further discussion, Vice Chair Lalwani noted that the 

PC cannot direct the CAC to come to the PC meetings, 
and agreed that PC members should receive copies of the 
CAC minutes and agenda.  Ms. Heyden ensured that this 
would be arranged. 

    
  Vice Chair Lalwani also agreed that attending the CAC is 

too much of a burden on one person and would 
personally not mind a rotation schedule among PC 
members. 

    
  A motion to designate a Planning Commission 

representative(s) to attend Citizens Advisory Commission 
meetings was made by Commissioner Giordano, but 
there was no second to the motion, so the motion failed. 

    
  Commissioner Williams commented that Commissioner 

Giordano’s intentions of having a representative were 
good, but felt that the PC was already very busy with 
other work schedules, and the other Commissioners 
agreed. 

    
IX. 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:45 p.m. to the next regular meeting of 
January 22, 2003. 

  
  Respectfully Submitted, 
  
  Tambri Heyden 

Planning Commission 
Secretary 

  
  
  

VERONICA RODRIGUEZ 
Recording Secretary 


